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I. Cyoniis mfigastm smuatren-iis 
(Sharpe) ^ ad. 

Taiping-, Perak, Malay Peninsula, 



II. Cyomist nifignstra indoehina 
Chas. & Kl. ^ ad. 

Daban, South Annam (Type). 





On Some Birds of the Genus Cyornis 

By F. N. Chase.v, M.n.o.u and C. Bodex Ki.oss, m.b.o.u., 

(Plate I) 

Several attempts have been made lately to clear up the position 
of some of the more typical and difficult members of the g-enus 
Cyornis. We consider the revision of Dr. E. Strescmann to be the 
only satisfactory one ( ,, Ueber einige Cyornis- Artcn,” Ornith. 
Monatsber., XXXIII, 10J5, pp, 43—33) ami we offer the following 
remarks and additional information on some of the forms included 
in his paper which, with one or two minor exceptions, is very 
acceptable to us. 

p M ’, Vi<, ‘ Robinson nnd Kloss, Journ. Nat Hist. Soc. Siam, V, 1924, 
" Cide Rob. and Kl., Journ. Straits Branch Row Asiat. Soc No Si 

IpJO, p. 112. ' » • > 
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Our observations should be read side by side with Stresemauu's 
article as we have no: repeated the synonymy, etc.; they are limited 
in scope, being practically confined to the material before us, and 
deal essentially with Malaysia and part of Indo-China 1 . 

In addition to the collection of the Raffles Museum, Singapore 
(in which is now incorporated most of the collection formerly in the 
Federated Malay States Museums) we have, thanks to their 
custodians, been able to examine material from the following 
institutions:—the Zoological Museum, Calcutta; the Museum of 
the Bombay Natural History Society; the Colombo Museum, 
Ceylon; and the United States National Museum, Washington. 

In his arrangement of races into five ‘ fonnenkreise” Strese- 
manu relies mainly on the plumage of 1 lie female; but although 
our ideas as to the constitution of a “species" are very broad we 
find that some of the sections ( banyumas , rufigastra, ru be cttloid cs. 
superbo and degans) produced by this method are not altogether 
satisfactory if viewed as species and in some cases we suspect that 
they may represent a convenient grouping of closely related species 
rather than true sub-specific relationship. 

In the present stale of our knowledge this is, perhaps, 
unavoidable and having no better arrangement to ofter we adopt 
Streseniaun’s groups as species with one exception. As it has 

i, This paper was written early in S927, but was put aside as we 
wished to incorporate in it the results ol a forthcoming visit to North 
Borneo : after we had made use of the fresh information obtained i? was 
sent in November 19:7 to the Editor of “Ibis”, who showed it to Mr. H. C. 
Robinson and learnt that he and Mr. X. B. Kinnear were engaged at the 
Natural History Museum, South Kensington, in the preparation of a review 
of the same genus. Or. hearing this 1 asked Mr. Sclatcr to return out 
manuscript. 

Messrs. Robinson and Kinncar's article has now a tipeared in “Nov hates 
Zoological of July 192S (Notes on the genus Cyornis J Blyth, vnl. XXXIV, 
pp. 231— :6i> and I have decided to print outs as it stood after entering 
references to Robinson and Kinnear'* work, making a few alterations, 
which are acknowledged in footnotes, and a few comments and additions, 
which appear in square brackets. Tor the rest we see no reason to change 
our views. 

It may interes: ornithologists to see how the study of different material 
by different workers has sometimes produced different result- It would, 
undei the circumstances, be too much to hope that conclusions independently 
reached regarding these difficult birds would always be the same. 

Messrs. Robinson and Kinnear have dealt with a number of 3pccies and 
forms not discussed by us as we confine our.review to those birds of 
Malaysia spreading lo Indo-China, India and Ceylon which possess bluish 
backed rusty-breasted males, For lark of sufficient material we have no: 
included the forms occurring in the Philippine apd Austro-Oriental sub- 
regions {vide antea pp. i —j>.— C. Roden Kloss. 
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latelv been stated that in Borneo there lives a bird {Montana Rob. 
and Kinn.) very closely related to ccemlifrons of the Malay 
Peninsula we have regarded it as (lie Bornean form of banyumas 
and have thus had to treat ceernlata, with its forms, as a species or 
group—the genus Schzvaneria of Bonaparte. 

In some of the skins we have examined it is evident that a 
post-mortem change has affected the colour of the under-parts, 
freshly collected skins being yellower and less rusty below than 
older specimens. 


Key to the Groups 


I’cmalcs 

A. With brown or grey-brown 

crown and back, 
it. Tail brown, or brown and 
blue 

a'. Tail brown, never blue. 

b'. Tail brown, or parti¬ 
coloured brown and 
blue 

b. Tail blue 

B. With brown crown and 

back, tail never blue ... 

a. Tail duller, hazel to cinna¬ 

mon brown 

b. Tail brighter, Sanford’s 

brown 

C. With blue, or bluish olive 

greyb crown, back and 
tail 

a. Lores albescent, bright 

frontal area absent ... 

b. Lores black, bright fron¬ 

tal area present 

'• C. rufigetstra indoc hina only 


only 


banyumas group. 
banyumas, can t a hi x, 
lonpricri, magnirostris. 

montana, cocrttlifrons, 
ZL'hitci. 

csrulata group. 


rubeculoides group, 
superba group. 


rufigastra group, 
turcosa group. 


Mtrs. 2, 19:9 
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Banyumas Group 

Crown and back brown, or grey-brown, in females; tail either 
brown, or particoloured blue and brown. 

ihe Malayan ca-rulifrons and the Indo-Chinese whilei with 
particoloured brown and blue rails may perhaps be regarded as 
members of this group connecting it with the more brightly 
coloured ctvrulata group in which females are blue-tailed. 

Section a: Tail always brown in females. 

Cyornis banyumas banyumas (Ilorsf.). 

Cyoniis [banyumas} banyumas Stresem. (part.), p. 48. 

Cyornis banyumas banyumas Rob. and Kinn. (part.), p, .250. 

Cyornis banyumas limitans Rob. ;uid Kinn., p. 251. 

bast and Central Java: does not occur in the Malay Peninsula 
(contrary to Baker, Bull. B. O. C.. lxiv. 1923, p. 10). 

Specimens examined by us from East Java; Badjoehnati, 
Tamansari, Idjen: Central Java; Karnngbolang. 

Wings, 5 $ 74 -/ 7 ; 8 9 /0—/4 mm. 

'1 he type locality of banyumas is the Province of Banjoemas in 
Central Java. 

[Cyornis banyumas limitans Robinson (Bull. B. O. C., 
XIA HI, 1927. p. 44) from East Java is C. k. banyumas (Horsf.). 

In "Treubia’’, '\ . 1924. pp. 279, 280, Robinson and Kloss 
recorded birds from Central Java (Karangbolang, 20 miles south of 
Banyumas) and others like them from East Java as C. b. banyumas 
(Horsf.) and placed more richly coloured individuals from Western 
Java (Mt. Gedeh westwards) under C. b. cantata .r (Temm.), The 
two series were so determined because they were in agreement with 
the descriptions and coloured plates given by Temminck (PI. Col., 
Xo. 226 and text) and Horsfield (Zoo). Res., text and plate). 

In Lite last work Horsfield regards the two birds as con-spccitic 
but with certain differences:—“M. Temminck’s figure of Muscieapa 
contain*, which has above been cited as a synonym, represents a 
defined line along the forehead extending backward over the eyes, 
which in onr specimens [of fcimyiouaj] is less distinctly marked. 

It is also clearly pointed out in his description." This refers to the 
males. Of the females Horsfield says:—"In the female [of 
foniyimnw] agreeably to M. Temminck’s description [of the female 
of caMfflf/ir] the head and neck are greyish, the back olive, the 



*7 
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tail and wings brown, bordered by reddish; the under-parts have 
generally a paler orange tint and the mark on the sides of the head 
and neck is whitish." 

Temminck’s cantata .r is the darker bird and is now known to 
inhabit West Java. Birds from the extreme cast do not differ 
materially from others from the habitat of Horsneld’s bird: they 
are all the paler banyumas. 

Robinson’s limitans is this paler form with less distinctly pro¬ 
nounced forehead and stiperciliaries. He says that females are 
paler and greyer above than more western females, but this is only 
sometimes the ease (four specimens out of eight examined by us).] 

Cyornis banyumas cantatrix (Temm.) 

Cyornis [banyumas \ banyumas Stresem. (part.), p. 48. 

Cyornis banyumas banyumas Rob. and Kinn. (part.), p, 250. 

West Java. 

Specimens examined by 11s from Oedjoengteboe, Tjiomas, 
Wynkoop's Bay, Buitenzorg, Tjibodas, Mt. Gedeh, 

Wings. 14 $ 75 — 77 : 4 9 7 2 ~74 mm. 

Stresemann regards cantatrix as a synonym of banyumas but 
the name is required for the West Javan race (type locality: — 
West Java, Rob. and Kloss, Treubia, V, 1924, p. 2S0; here 
restricted to the Province of Bantam). 

Compared with banyumas the male of cantatrix is more brightly 
coloured, being deeper blue above and more ferruginous below, 
especially on the abdomen: the female of cantatrix is also a trifle 
more ferruginous below than the female banyumas, particularly on 
the abdomen. 

In both races young males moult straight from the spotted 
juvenile plumage into the adult dress and it may be that even in 
the juvenile plumage the tail is blue from the first. 

Cyornis banyumas lemprieri Sharpe. 

Cyornis [ banyumas ] lemprieri Stresem.. p. 48. 

Cyoniis lemprieri Rob, and Kinn., p. 249. 

Palawan, Balabac and Caiamianes Islands, north of Borneo. 

Xot seen by us. 
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Cyornis banyumas magnirostris Blyth. 

Cyornis banyumas magnirostris Stresem., p. 47 - 

Cyornis magnirostris Rob. and Kinn., p. 48. 

Nepal to Cacliar (fide Stresemann). 

Specimens examined by 11s front Darjeeling. Tenasserim, 
Peninsular Siam. 

Wings. 5 82; 3 9 76 mm. 

This form migrates S. E. in winter to Peninsular Siam (Trang. 
lat. 8 N.) f and thus is found at times in the habitats of its allies 
whitci and ccerulifrons. 

Section b: Tail brown, or brown and blue, in females. 

| Cyornis banyitmas montann. Robinson & Kinnear. 

Cyornis whitci manlana Rob. and Kinn., Nov. Zool., xxxiv. 
192S, p. 244 (Liang Koebaug Mountains, Central Borneo). 

•‘Male: Much darker blue above than C. tv. ccerulifrons 

Baker, the bright forehead atttl superciliaries not so conspicuous. 
Rump not brighter than back. Below almost uniform ferruginous, 
including the under tail-coverts. Female : Distinctly darker above, 
with less rusty chestnut on the rump and base of tail feathers. 

The Bornean race is evidently closely allied to that from the 
Malay Peninsula. It is apparently a submontane form, widely 
distributed in the island, but not common.” 

Not seen by 11s.] 

Cyornis banyumas ccerulifrons Baker. 

Cyornis [4owyh»hw| ccerulifrons Stresem., p. 47. 

Cvorn's whitci ctvntlifrr.ns Rob. and Kinn., p. 243. 

Considered bv Stresemann to extend from the mountains of 
the Malay Peninsula northwards from Selangor to the Isthmus of 
Kra A submontane bird. 

Wings 13 s 70—77; 8 o 65.5—72 mm. 

The male is deeper blue above than in the Javan forms: on the 
underparts it is nearest to C. h. banyumas. I he female is less grey 
above than in both Javan forms and paler below with the abdomen 
whiter. 

In three females out of eight the tad is partly blue and in one 
partly grey-blue. One female, taken in February, has some blue 
feathers on the forehead and the crown of the head tinged with 
blue. 

Males vary in Lite depth of the blue on the upper surface. Even 
in the spotted juvenile plumage the male has a blue tail. 
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Cyornis banyuma3 white! Harington. 

Cyornis [fawynma*] zchitci Stresem., p. 47. 

Cyornis whitci whitci Rob. and Kinn., p. 242. 

Northern Burma and Western Yunnan: Central Burma to the 
Kachin Hills (fide Stresemann): Tenasserim. 

Rothschild (Nov. Zool.. XXXIII, 1927, p. 292) thinks that 
whitci and arrulifrons (from the Malay Peninsula) are alike and 
StuarL Baker states (Bull. B. O. C , XI.IV, 1923. p. 10) that whitci 
and dialiltcma are inseparable; but Stresemann (who examined the 
types of both) recognises slight differences between whitci and 
cwnilifrons and considers that neither has any relationship to 
diaiilieimi : we agree. 

In his "Anatomical and Zoological Researches” Anderson deals 
with various specimens of Cyornis (pp. 619—20) obtained by the 
Yunnan Expedition in and with an additional example from 

tipper Burma:— a 9 Kabyuet. toth January, 1875 (not a 5 as 
recorded). 

First as regards the three birds he recorded as Cyornis tickclli. 
They are in the Natural History Museum and Sharpe in the Cata¬ 
logue of Birds, i Y, places the female under rubccnloidcs and the 
two males under tickclli. Oates, in his two books, accepts the 
nomenclature. 

Lord Rothschild is the last to deal with them (Nov. Zool., 
XXX 11 I. 1926. p. 202). He refers the males (female not men¬ 
tioned) to whitci : he has probably seen the former. 

It may he pointed out that Anderson's remarks under C. 
tickclli seem to apply not to those so listed only, but to all the 
specimens of Cyornis discussed by him. 

'i'lie following seven birds were recorded by Anderson as 
Cvornis ntbcculoidcs. They were retained in the Indian Museum 
and are before us now. We give the sex and localities, the name 
as written on their labels. Be it noted that Cyornis jerdoni means 
C. tickcll’nr : — 

<t. $ Kabwet. Upper Burma, toth Tail., 1875 (actually a 9 ). 
C. rubccnloidcs. 

b. 9 Upper Burma, March 1868'. 

r. 9 Bhamau, Upper Burma, 6th Feb.. 186S. C. rubccu- 
! odes, altered :o jerdoni 

d. $ Tapcng R-. 21st March, 18GS, 1,700 ft. C. jerdoni. 

c. 5 Ponsee, Kakhven Hdls, 2nd May, 1868, 3 * 3 C0 ft* tT* 

jf rdoni. 

1. Now mounted or disappeared unless, a> from its make-up and 
appearance we believe, a female skin labelled . rttbeculoidts, no history 
is this specimen. 

Mus. 1, 1939 [ 29 ] 
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/, 3 Ponscc, Kakliven Hills April 1868, 3,300 ft. C, 

jerdoui. 

g. 9 Ponscc, Kakhyen Hills, 15th March, 1SG8, 3,300 ft. 
C. jerdoui'. 

Rothschild accepts Anderson’s published determinations for 
these birds for he says the latter collected 399 rubeculoidcs at 
Ponsee, March—May 1868, and t <j Tapeug River, 186$ (t.c.s. 
p. 293). He has evidently not seen them for of the three he calls 
females, two (c and / of Anderson with the $ sign dropped from 
the text 1 are males, only g is a female. 

Now of these seven specimens, the three males with their rufous 
chins and abdomens and absence of bright bint on the rump, eic.. 
cannot lie referred to the rubeculoidcs group or forms i.e., to 
dialilccma: if they are whitei as. being practically topotypes of it, 
they well may be, then that bird is emphatically not rubeculoidcs 
diolihcmo as Raker maintains (Bull. B. O. C., xliv, 1923, p. 10). 
The three males are to-day only separable from cevrulifrons males, 
by duller, less intense blue upper parts; and bv more rusty abdo¬ 
mens than some cevrulifrons males. 

They agree with the original description of C. whitci $ (Ann. 
Mag'. Nat. Hist., (8) II, 1908, p. 2245), the presumed females of 
which were said by Harington not to differ from those of 
rubeculoidcs. 

Anderson’s females before us, now sixty years old, also do not 
differ from rubeculoidcs females; Harington records a bine tail- 
feather in one of bis female paratvpes: there is a female in the 
Indian Museum from Maygoola, Tenasserim, 4.000 It., likewise 
with blue tail-feathers, but otherwise inseparable from Anderson’s 
birds: rubeculoidcs females .ire not known to have any blue in 
their tails. 

These females are altogether paler, more "washed oul” below 
titan cccrulif rous females: above they are much paler and browner, 
lacking the greyish olivaceous tint on head and back, and their tails 
are much more ferruginous, less fuscous (except the Tenasserim 
bird in which the tail alone is similar to blue-tailed cccrulif rous 
female). 

Thus both sexes differ from cevrulifrons in being paler, less 
intensely coloured. 

It must be accepted, we feel, that these females are those of 
whitci for it would be too improbable that in each instance when a 
collector has obtained whitci males, all tlte females associated with 
them should be dialiUvina females. 

The "Zoological Researches" seems to require amendment by 
deletion of all reference to rubeculoidcs and insertion of the seven 

'• Delete from Anderson the first mentioned “15th March, 1S68’’ 
under e, f, g : there are only three specimens and the first two arc males. 
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specimens recorded under it beneath Cyomis t-ic belli. Some one 
in the Calcutta Museum had evidently realised this and re-deter- 
ntined the males and two of the females as " jerdoui ". To-day we 
should call all Anderson's birds C. whitci. 

Cterulata Group 

Crown and buck brown in fannies: tail blue. 

Cyornis cterulata csrulata (Bp.). 

Cyomis [fomy/twar] cccrulata Stresein. (part.), p. 47. 

Cyornis cccrulata Rob. and Kinu. (part.), p, 253. 

South, East and North Borneo: and ? Sumatra. 

Specimens examined by 11s from Marah, Long Hoel and Long 
Retail in the Kutei district of Middle East Borneo and from Betto- 
tau near Sandakan in North Borneo. 

Wings, 8 $ 7-—7 8: 6 9 69—7- mm. 

Females of this and the next form are more vividly coloured 
than those of the banyumas group. 

We consider that two slightly differentiated races occur in 
Borneo, an eastern and a western one. The type of cccrulata came 
from “Sambajaran" in South Borneo and, by analogy, is most 
likely to resemble Eastern birds. We, therefore, propose to con¬ 
sider, by elimination, birds from the localities listed above as cccrtt- 
lala and" to recognise those from Sarawak as distinct with the name 
of rufifrons Wallace. 

The blue of the male is rather variable and one bird in fresh 
plumage is almost black on the crown. Voting' mates in their first 
moult have the tail and mantle bright blue, the uuderparts immacu¬ 
late and the head and wings boldly spotted with rufous-buff. 

This is essentially a bird of the forests and is not found in the 
mangrove areas. 

Strcsemann lumps Scltwaucria cccrulata and Cyornis uigrogu- 
laris, although he docs not consider that the two birds have been 
proved to be identical beyond doubt. C. nigrogularis is slightly 
different being the same as the closely allied rufifrons. We agree 
that Scltwaucria is not worth recognition as a genus: the large 
bill is a species character of C. acrulata. 

Cyornis crerulata rufifrons Wallace. 

Cyornis nigrogularis Everett, Ibis, 1891, p. 45. 

Cyornis [6n»y»tmaf] cccrulata Stresem., (part.), p. 47. 

Cyornis cccrulata Rob. and Kinn. (part.), p. 253. 

Sarawak, West Borneo; and ? Sumatra. 
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Specimens examined bv us from Kuching, Baram, Saribas, Lio 
Matu anti Balinean. 

Wings, 9 $ 73 —/ 8 ; 2 9 69 mm. 

Differs from ccentldlct in that the male is more deeply coloured 
below: females (two examined) have more tendency to develop 
blue above, the scapulars and wing-coverts being slightly tinged 
with this colour. 

Some males are faintly marked on the mantle and scapulars 
with elongated black spots. 

C. ntfifroiis Wallace is not a synonym of rnpgastra as Strese- 
tnann considers, but is "cccrulata" as Sharpie stated in Cat. Birds, 
IV, p. 451. It is impossible tnat a bird with "forehead and lines 
above and below the eye rufous” can belong to a species in which 
both sexes are bluer and even in nestling plumage are blue-grev 
spotted with buff. The type of ntftfrons is no doubt an immature 
male, but as shown above the name is available for the slightly 
differentiated Sarawak representative oi certilala. 

Stresemann states that, judging from a Sumatran male from 
Palembang examined by bint, ccrrulatu occurs in that island. 
Sumatran birds are more likely to be the W est than the East 
Bornean form. The male from the Ophir district recorded in 1924 
bv Robinson and Kloss as Cyornis sp. inc. ( Jottrn. Federated Malay 
States Mus., XI. p. 269) also probably belongs to it. The latter 
authors suggested' that' ccerulnta, ntfifroiis and nigrogularis were 
synonymous. 

Ruflgastra Group 

Females with crown and back brown, iail hazel to cinnamon 
brown. 

Cyornis rubeculoides rubeculoides (Vig.). 

Cyornis rubeculoides rubeculoides Stresem., p. 51. 

Cyornis rtibeculoidcs rubcculoitlcs Rob. and Kina., p. 232. 

Kashmir to Assam (sen. gen.). We have also seen examples 
from Kani, Lower Chindwin, Upper Burma, and a male from South 
1 rradwadi in Burma. Migrates in winter as far south as Ceylon. 

Males have the foreneck dark blue, generally without any 
rufous emargination which, when present, ts only slight in extent. 

[Cyornis rubeculoides rogersi Robinson & Ktnnoar. 

Cyornis rubeculoides rogersi Rob. and Kinn., p. 233. 

Arakan Yomas, and possibly the Lower Chindwin. 

Males like C. r. dialilcnna : females more richly coloured than 
those of the other races. 
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Robinson and Kinnear suggest that this form is confined to the 
Arakan Hills. 

Not seen by us.] 

Cyornis rubeculoides dialilsema Salvad. 

Cyornis [ rubeculoides ] dialilcnna Stresem., p. 52. 

Cyornis rubeculoides dialilatna Rob. and Kinn., p. 233. 

Described from Karenni. We have seen specimens from Alt. 
Victoria, Pakkoku; from near Maymo; from tiie Thoungyeeu 
River and from Mergui. all in Buntia; also from near Raheng. 
Western Siam. All these birds are like r. rubeculoides but the 
rufous of the breast extends further up the foreneck though never 
reaching tlie chin (vide Oates, Birds li, Fauna Brit. India, p. 241. 

(A male labelled "Baghownie, Tirhout, C. M. Inglis," which 
should belong to the typical race, is inseparable on appearance from 
the present form). 

Robinson and Kloss at one time treated Cyornis ntbe.tthndrs 
chersonesitcs Oberh. ("Malay Peninsula end Southern Tenas- 
serim") as a synonym of smnatrensis, but we agree with 
Stresemann and place it under dialiltcma. This will extend the 
range of diaUiccrna down the Malay Peninsula to Trang. lat. f N. 
(where the next form to be dealt with occurs, though no doubt 
only as a migrant). 

Cyornis rubeetdoides glaucicomans Thayer & Bangs. 

Cyornis [ rubeculoides ] glaucicomans Stresem., p. 51. 

Cyornis rubeculoides glaucicomans Rob. and Kinn,, p, 234. 

Central China and Yunnan, migrating southwards as far as 
Peninsular Siam. 

Cyornis anak Robinson and Kloss. published in Journ. Feder¬ 
ated Malay States Mus.. X, 1922. p. 261. is not mentioned in 
Strcsemann's paper. Birds placed under it are only known at 
present from Peninsular Siam (Trang, Nakon Sri Tamarat and 
Ghirbi: lat. 7 '—9 

Wings. 2 3 78—79 mm. 

Colour as in C. r. dialilcnna (the rufous of the foreneck perhaps 
extending further up towards the throat) but size much larger. 

It is possible that these birds are only winter visitors (type 
series, January to March) and are the glaucicomans of StrcesemamV 

~ We have not seen the original description of, Cyornis tickcltde 
glaucicomans Thayer and Bangs. I Hupeh, Central China). 

[Examination of the types of glaucicomans and anak by Messrs. 
Robinson and Kinnear confirms our suggestion that the latter is glauci - 
CQMtiittx in winter Quarters. They have also seen examples from Upper 
Burma., Central Siam and South Tenasserim.] 


Mus. 2, 19213 
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in Orn. Monat., XXXI 11 , 1925, p. 51, and the Yunnan birds listed 
by Rothschild in Xoy. Zool., XXXIII, 1926, p, ’93, as .1/. 
dialilauta with tite remark "I expect this form will have to Ll 
separated on account of its larger size”. 

Cyornis rubeculoides klossi Robinson. 

Cyornis [ rubeculoides ] klossi Stresem., p. 52. 

Cyornis rubeculoides klossi Rob. and Kinn., p. 234. 

Known to us from the type series from South Annam and a 
female from Lat Bua Kao, E. Siam (which may be dialilama but 
is inseparable from topotypes of klossi). Possibly the C. 1. 
rubeculoides of Delacottr and Jabouille is this bird. 

Wings, 2 & 71—72; 2 9 07—69 mm. 

Males have the pattern of the foreneck as in dialilanta and anak 
but are separable at once from both by the much paler underparts 
which are ochraceous instead of tawny, and from anak by smaller 
size as well. 

Superba Group 

Females with crown and back brown, rump and tail pure bright 
ferruginous. 

Cyornis superba Stresemann, 

Cyornis superba Stresem., p. 52. 

Cyornis superba Rob. and Kinn., p. 232. 

Borneo. 

Specimens examined by us from Sarawak (including a topo 
typical male from Mt. Penriasn); West Kutei district, E. Borneo; 
Bettotan near Sandakan, X. Borneo (sea-level). 

Wings, 9 $ 72—78.5: 5 9 69—71 mm. 

A male from the Baratn district of Sarawak is more turquoise 
above than other birds of the same sex from Sarawak and one of 
the females from Kutei (not fully adult) has the abdomen and tail- 
coverts whitish thereby contrasting with an adult female from the 
same locality which is fulvous throughout below. 

Rufigastra Group 

Females with crown and back blue, or bluish olive-grey: lores 
albescoit, bright frontal area absent. 

Cyornis rufigastra nestea Oberholser 

Cyornis rufigastra itesaa Stresem., p. 49 

Cyornis tickellia jerdoni Rob, and Kinn., p. 237. 

Ceylon (and South India fide Stresemann). 

We have seen topotypes: they are darker above and below in 
both sexes than C. r. tickellia. 
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Cyornis rufigastra tickellia Blyth. 

Cyornis [ rufigastra ] tickcliiec Stresem., p. 48. 

Cyorn's tickellia tickellia Rob. and Kinn., p. 237. 

. Central and parts of North India, east to Karenni, south lo 
South India (where fide Stresemann it meets C r. itcsaa. We have 
examined specimens from various parts of its range. 

Cyornis rufigastra indochina Chasen & Kloss (pi. 1 ). 

Cyornis rufigastra indochina Chasen and Kloss, Bull. B. O. C.. 
xlviii, 192S, p. 73. 

Cyornis rufigastra sumatrensis Stresem. (part.), p. 49. 

Cyornis tickellia sumatrensis Rob, and Kinn. (part.), p. 23?. 

Cyornis tickellia sub-sp., Rob. and Kinn., p. 241. 

South Annam to S. W. Siam (? Karenni). The southern limit 
of the range itt the Malay Peninsula is probably about to X. Lat. 
Possibly the C. banyumas dialilama ol Delacour and Jabouille is 
this hir'd. 

Wings, 11 s 66— 72: 7 9 65—08 mm. 

Males like stiinalrensis, or scarcely perceptibly paler blue above 
hut females less blue on the upperparts which are dark olive grey, 
tinged with blue or russet, pure blue when present being restricted 
to the tail and perhaps faintly showing on the rump. The type 
front Annam has only a very faint tinge of blue in the tail as also 
two females from Kaheng: others from Lat Bua Kao. E. Siam 
and Hat Sattuk, S. W. Siam have the tail blue as in C. r. sitntalreusis 
to which the last are nearest, both geographically and in appearance. 

[With Messrs. Robinson and Kinnear's refusal to recognise 
Cyornis rufigastra indochina we can best deal pictorially, figuring 
on tlie accompanying coloured plate (pi. I.) a characteristic female 
of C. r. sumatrensis from the somh of the Malay Peninsula and a 
typical female of C. r. indochina from South Annam. That, accord¬ 
ing to Robinson and Kinnear, birds from Tonkin are extreme 
examples of the race described from South Annam but do not merit 
separation from it though deserving a name when compared with 
tickellia and the true sumatrensis, does not affect the standing of 
indochina, so very different as our plate shows from the Malayan 
form—and from the Indian race also. 

No doubt had we possessed a Tonkin bird we might have made 
it our type; but, because C. later, turns out to be more distinct 
from A than is B, it does not follow that the differences exhibited 
by B must be ignored. 

The point is;—is there justification for separation of C from B? 
Robinson and Kinnear say there is none, but they say there is ample 
justification for separating C from A. By their own argument B. 
is distinct. 
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Cyornis rufigastra Indochina ranges from South A imam south 
to the Isthmus of Kra and north to Tonkin. Sometimes we act 
too hastily: Lut we should go tar too slowly if, before we distin¬ 
guished any form, wc waited till we had examples from the 
extremities of every part of the range of a species: one could never 
be- quite sure that there was not "something further". Besides, 
it is not “practical politics” while there are still different views of 
what a species is.] 

Cyoruis rufigastra sumatrensis (Sharpe). 

Cyornis [rufigastra] suntairensis Stresem. (part,), p. 49. 

Cyornis tieiell'ur sitniatrcnsis Rob. and Kinn. (part.), p. 23S. 

Tite range of this form as given by Stresemann extends from 
the Malay Peninsula north across Tenasserim to Karetini and east 
to Anuam, but we place the limit of true sumatrensis as lat. 10° N. 
in the Malay Peninsula. The most southerly of many Peninsular 
specimens before us is an undoubted male from Dustin Tua in 
Selangor. The most southerly female we have Is from Taiping in 
Perak and it is the bluest above of our female series: it could 
perhaps be regarded as an intermediate between sumatrensis and 
rufigastra. 

[The presence of this race in Sumatra has been questioned, 
but Robinson and Kinnear have now seen an indubitable example 
from that island]. 

Wings, 19 $ 65—73:9 9 65—71 nun. 

Both sexes assume the blue plumage at the first moult. 

C. frenatus Hume is a synonym of C. r. rufigastra and not of 
C. r. sumatrensis. 

Cyornis rufigastra rufigastra (Raftles). 

Cyornis [rM/igarfar] rufigastra Stresem., p, 49. 

Cyornis beccariana beccariana Rob. and Kinn. (part.), p. J45. 

South Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Borneo and adjacent islands. 
In the Malay Peninsula this form is found southwards from the 
mouth of the Perak River whence we have it represented by one 
male. Next in proximity to this we have a pair from the Klang 
River, Selangor, which are topotypes of frenatus Hume. We also 
have specimens from Singapore, the Rliio Archipelago, Sumatra 
and Borneo. 


'• In our opinion there i? nothing iu the description of .1 luscieapa 
rufigastra to show that it is not the common South Malayan bird (occurring 
also in Sumatra) later described as C. frenatus by Hume. Rnffles’ name 
has 50 often been used for this form that we do not propose to upset further 
accepted nomenclature by following Messrs. Robinson and Kinnear in 
using beccariana Salvad., based on Sarawak examples. 
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Wings, Malay Peninsula and Singapore 8 3 71—75: 6 9 tit—71: 
Rhio Archipelago. 0 * ye Sumatra 3 7.2: Borneo 7 3 73—77; 10 g 
68—73: Banguey Island, X. Borneo 5 ho; g 74: Mallewalle 
Island, X. Borneo 3 77 nun. 

Our series seems to show that birds from the Bornean area 
attain rather larger wing maxima than Malay-Sumatran ones ( 3 b‘o, 
o 74 against <j 75. 2 711 and there are more large-billed individuals 
among them. There are no colour differences and we do not think 
that any separation is necessary, though names based on Bornean 
material are available :—beccariana Salv. and hesei Finsclt. 

The Bornean birds are certainly not pitilippeitsis Sharpe, for 
though the mates of that race are with difficulty separated from 
typical rufigastra its females are not like that bird, blit are nearer 
sumatrensis, or intermediate. C, lit oralis Stresemann, of Palawan 
Island is described as pale as rhisophora and brighter than rufi¬ 
gastra above, with a whiter, less rusty abdomen than -either. 

Males of rufigastra only differ from catrulifrons males 
(bauytimas group) in having more black 011 the chin and, 011 the 
whole, the under tail-coverts more rufous, less albescent. Females 
are deep blue above, much darker than sumatrensis females, with 
pronounced white lores and no black on the chin. Males show a 
rather unusual amount of variation in the size of the bill: specimens 
from the North Bornean islands of Banguey and Balambangau have 
rather robust bills compared with some from the Malay Peninsula, 
but another bird from Mallewalle Island has a small bill, in Borneo 
itself both large and small-billed birds occur. 

The colour of the under tail-coverts in both sexes is another 
variable character for they may be either white or tawny. The 
amount of white on the abdomen is also not constant. 

This is essentially a. mangrove bird and is not met in other ■ 
forests except on small islands. We find that a distinct, but as 
vet undescribed, form of rufigastra (s.s.), occurs on the Karimon- 
lava Islands in the Java Sea. It is represented in the collection 
of the Zoological Museum, Buitenzorg, by seven specimens. 

The latitudinal ranges of rufigastra and sumatrensis overlap 
in the southern half of the Malay Peninsula. In spite of this it is 
doubtful if the two will he found side by side, for whereas rufigastra 
is as noted above, a mangrove and coastal bird, sumatrensis lives 
on the jungle-clad hills. The same local distribution will probably 
be found to occur in Sumatra. 

[Cyornis rufigastra calocephala Oberholser. 

Cyornis rufigastra rufigastra Stresem., p. 49. 

Cyornis beccariana calocephala Rob. and Kinn., p. 246. 

We have seen no examples of the bird from Banka Island 
which has been named Cyornis banymnas calocephala by Oberholser 
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(Free. Biol. Soc., Wash.. XXXIII. 1920, p. 86). It is not accepted 
bv Stresemann, but Robinson and Kinnear maintain it for birds 
from Banka to tlie Rliio Islands (south ot Singapore Strait) and the 
adjacent coast of Sumatra: according to them these birds are very 
saturate. It would appear, however, that Gberhoiscr docs not 
regard this race as inhabiting Sumatra since in bis description of 
it, and later in 1924, lie refers to birds from that island as C. banyu- 
utas rufigastra, A pair from the Rhio Islands are inseparable from 
our C. r. rufigastra and we doubt if rite caloecpbala of Robinson 
and Kinnear has any real existence: the range they indicate is most 
artificial, for the Strait of Singapore is scarcely likely to be a sub- 
specific boundary in the case of a coastal bird.] 

Cyornis ruligastra lair.pra Oberliolser. 

Cyornis [rufigastra J lantfira Strcsem., p. 50. 

Cyornis tickeliic law pm Rob. and Kims., p. 240. 

Found only in the Anamba Islands. South China Sea. Stands 
closest to simmtrcnsis: the males before us are very slightly larger 
and more tinged with fulvous on the flanks. 

Wings, 8 3 73—75 mm. 

Cyornis rufigastra karimatensis Oberliolser. 

Cyornis rufigastm karimalcusis Strcsem., p. 49 {not examined). 

Cyornis beeeariaua kannnUcnsis Rob. and Kinn., p. 246 (not 
examined). 

Karimata Islands, off the South-west coast of Borneo. The 
name rests on a single male “Similar to Cyornis ba>iyumas rufi 
gastra 1 Raffles) from Sumatra, but much larger; throat, breast and 
• crissum decidedly darker" (Oberliolser, Proc. U. S. Xat. Mus., 
LXIV', 1924, Art 22, p. 3). 

Not seen by us. 

Cyornis rufigastra philippensis Sharpe. 

Cyornis rufigastra philippensis Strcsem., p. 50. 

Cyornis beccariana phiiippcnsis Rob. and Kinn., p. 247. 

This race, wide-spread in the Philippine and Sulu Islands, 
occurs on Sibutu Id., the westernmost of the Sulu chain, which lies 
off the mouth of Dan-el Bay oil the east side of North Borneo and 
within, though barely so. the ioo-fathom contour line that deter¬ 
mines the Malaysian sub-region. Sibutu is separated by much 
deeper sea from the adjacent Tawi-tawi. but in the opinion of 
Worcester and Bourns, though it lias a distinct Bornean element, 
its avifauna is largely Philippine {vide Proc. U. S- Xat. Mus., XX. 
1898. p. 59S). 

Sibutu birds not seen by 11s. 
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Cyornis rufigastra litoralis Stresemann. 

Cyornis [rufigastm] litoralis Stresem-., Ornith. Monatsb. 
XXIII, 1925. p. 50. 

Cyornis bcccariana bcccariana Rob. and Kinn. (part.), p. 245. 

Palawan Island, north of Borneo. 

"Above as bright as in rliicopltortv and brighter than in 
rufigastm. Belly whiter, less rusty than in either. 

Wing, 3 70, 73 mm." 

Not seen by us. 

Cyornis rufigastra rhizophor® Stresemann. 

Cyornis [rrf/rgfirirn] fhispphora Strcsem., Ornith Monatsb. 
XXXIII, 1925, p. 50. 

Cyornis bcccariana bcccariana Rob. and Kinn. (part.), p. 245. 

This form was described from the mangrove forests of the 
west coast of North Java as differing from rufigastra in having the 
blue of 1 be upperparts and the ferruginous of the breast brighter 
{"heller") in both sexes. 

A series of six skins in the Buitenzorg Museum (examined by 
usl from Sebest Island in the Snnda Strait differs from rufigastra in 
being very slightly lighter blue above. 

Wings, s 7 -— 74 ; 9 70 —71 nim. 

Turcosa Group' 

females with croton anil back blue, lores black, bright frontal 
area ('resent. 

Dr. Stresemann is no doubt right in keeping this group separate 
from the others, but it may be noted that the male turcosa is very 
like the male rnbeculoidcs and that the ranges of the two birds are 
never coincident. However, the females are very different. 

Cyornis turcosa rupatensis Oberliolser. 

Cyornis elegans rupatensis Oberh., Proc. Biol. Soc., Wash., 
XXXIII, 1920, p. 87. 

Cyornis elegans Stresem. (part.), p. 53. 

Cyornis turcosa Roll, and Kinn. (part.), p. 236. 

Sumatra, South Malay Peninsula and Western Borneo (f.e. 
Sarawak and West North Borneo). Specimens from each of these 
areas have been examined by us. 

Wings, 10 3 74—78:9 9 72—75 nun. 

We have seen Cyornis elegans rupatensis Oberliolser (Proc. 
Biol. Soc. Wash., 33. 1920, p. 87; E. Sumatra) and are of opinion 
that the characters ascribed to the type are only due to individual 

'• Messrs. Robinson and Kinnear lioint out that Mnscimpa elegans 
Ttmra., is preoccupied by M uscicapa elegans I,ess Availing ourselves of 
this information we use Inrtosa for the species name of this bird. 
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variation sucli as is exhibited in the series of io males and 5 females 
now before us (vide also Rob. and Kloss, Jottrn. Federated Malay 
States Mus., VIII, 1918, p. 154). The name can therefore be used 
for the western form. 

Cyornis turcosa turccsa liruggemnnu. 

Cyoritis clcgans Stresem. (part,), p. 53. 

Cyornis turccsn Rob. and Kinn. (part.), p. 236. 

South-east Borneo. The type locality of turcosa, Moeara 
Tewalt, is only 100 miles south of Long Iram, Mahakkan River, 
whence came Cyornis clcgans antclia Obcrh. (Proc. Biol. Soe. 
W ash., 33. 1920, p. 871. We have before us a series of 4 males and 
4 females (Biiiteiworg Museum, K. Sfebers leg.) from localities 
about So miles X. K, of the latter. They are paler, less rufous on 
breast, flanks and abdomen in both sexes than rupatensis. C. r. 
antelia is therefore a good race, but it is the same as turcosa. 

Wings, 4 i yS; 3 9 73—75 »» m - 

Distribution 

The Bornean province possesses most of the flycatchers we 
have dealt with: they are represented therein by eleven forms in 
five groups, but four of the races contc from the smaller islands 
within it. 

The huge composite area of '‘British India" with Ceylon conus 
next with nine forms in three groups. 

The Malayan province lias eight forms (one being a:r island 
race) in four groups. 

South-eastern lmh-China lias three groups in which six forms 
should probably be included. 

About equal with the last is the Sumatran province with three 
groups and six forms (two from islands). 

The Javan province with two groups and only four forms (or.e 
again from small islands) is poorest. 

Thus the sub-region of Malaysia is far richer than “British 
India”: it possesses three groups turcosa. c<vrulata and superba ) 
unknown elsewhere and representatives of the other three groups 
altogether twenty-two forms. The Malay Peninsula and Borneo 
are rich, Sumatra moderate, and Java poor. The whole Indo- 
Chinese sub-region has one group practically confined to it except 
for stragglers, i.r., rubeculoidcs ; and one well marked form. 
magnirosiris, though tin's visits the Malay Peninsula: it possesses 
nine forms in three groups. Peninsular India is poverty-stricken: 
it has only one group represented by tick cilice which it shares with 
Lndo-China, and a slightly different form, ucscra, which occurs in 
Ceylon as well. 

[Where Messrs. Robinson and Kinnear have examined more 
extensive material than Dr. Stresemann and ourselves they have 
been able to give a rather wider distribution in a few cases.] 
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“British India" 3 groups, 9 forms, 
banyumas group 

magnirostris ... Nepal to Tenasserim. 

whitti ... ... Northern Burma to Tenasserim. 

cccruiifrons ... Tenasserim. 

rufigastra group 

ucscra ... ... Ceylon and South India. 

tiekcllicr ... Central and North India to Assam and 

Burma. 

indochina ... Tenasserim. 

rubeculoides group 

rubeculoidcs ... Himalayas to Burma. In winter south to 

Ceylon. 

dialilcvina ... Central Burma to Tenasserim, 

rogersi ... ... Arakan Yomas. 

South-eastern Indo-China. 3 groups. ? 6 forms 
(French Indochina and Siam to the Isthmus of Kra.) 
banyumas group 

? magnirostris ... North and Western Siam. 

? wlutci ... ... North and W estern Siam. 

cccruiifrons ... South-west Siam, ? West Siam, 

rufigastra group 
indochina ... Siam to Annam. 

rubeculoides group 

dialilcvma ... Siam. 

khssi ... ... Annam. E. Siam (?). 

Malayan Province. 4 groups, 8 forms 
(The Peninsula south of the Isthmus of Kra and various neigh¬ 
bouring islands). 

banyumas group 

magnirostris ... Peninsular Siam. 

cccruiifrons ... South to Selangor. 

rufigastra group 

sumatrensis ... South to Selangor. 

rufigastra ... Perak to Singapore. 

lain pro ... ... Anamba Ids., South China Sea. 

rubeculoides group 

dialilcriita ... Peninsular Siam. 

glaucicomans ■... , Peninsular Siam (on migration). 
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turcosa group 

rupatcnsis ... Perak to Singapore. 

Bornean Province. 5 groups, n forms 
banyumas group 

Borneo {montane and sub-montane). 
Palawan. 


Montana 

lemprieri 


cccmfata 
rstfif tons 


rufigastra 

harimatensis 

titoralis 

pJtilippcnsis 


rupatcnsis 
turcosa ... 


sttperba ... 


carulata group 

... South, Cast ancl Xorth Borneo. 
... .North-west Borneo (Sarawak). 

rufigastra group 
Borneo. 

... Karimata Ids., W . Borneo. 

... Palawan. 

... Sibutu Id., X. E. Borneo. 

turcosa group 

... Xorth-west Borneo. 

... South-east Borneo. 

superba Group 
... Borneo. 


Sumatran Province. 3 groups, ? 6 forms 
catrulata Group 

- cant lata or rufijrons Sumatra. 


ntfigastra 
suiuatrotsis 
caloccphala 
? rhizophora 


rufigastra group 
Sumatra. 

Xorth-east Sumatra. 

Banka Island. 

Sebesi Island, Snnda Strait. 


turcosa group 

rupatcnsis ... Sumatra. 

Javan Province, j groups, 4 forms 
banyumas group 

banyumas ... East and Central Java. 

contain .r ... West Java. 


rufigastra group 
rhisophora . ... Xorth-west Java, 

sub-sp. nov. ined. ... Karimon Java Islands. Java Sea. 
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